CHAPTER     I II
THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT
(MARCH 1917 TO NOVEMBER 1917)
THE Tsarist regime had collapsed. What next? Would develop-
ments in Russia follow on the classic lines of Britain and France ?
Would Russia become a constitutional bourgeois monarchy, or
a bourgeoise republic? Many observers, Russian and foreign,
thought she would. They seemed to have missed one fundamental
difference between the Western-European and the Russian revo-
lutions. The former had been led by a rising manufacturing and
commercial class in each case. The Russian revolution had been
carried through by a combination of workers and rank and file
soldiers, mainly of peasant origin. The "Cadets," the Liberal Party
of Russia, the political representatives of the factory owners and
merchants, had no part or lot in the March Revolution, and owing
to the slight degree to which industry and commerce had been
developed in Russia they had comparatively little support in
the country.
However, when the revolution was an accomplished fact, the
Cadets, owing to the weakness of some of the socialist leaders, were
permitted to place themselves at the head of the victorious pro-
cession. They hoped to lead it into "safe channels." They did not
even want a republic; their aims were in politics, a constitutional
monarchy; in economics, capitalism.
From a provisional committee of the Duma,1 a Provisional
Government was formed with Prince Lvov, a mild liberal, as
President of the Council, Miliukov, a liberal imperialist, as Foreign
Minister, and Gutchkov as Minister for War. The Provisional
1 This Duma, the fourth Duma, had been elected on a very narrow
franchise and could not claim in the slightest to represent the workers and
peasants. Kerensky said that the fourth Duma represented "the aristocracy
and the middle classes." (The Catastrophe, by A. F. Kerensky.)
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